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resolutions were passed again after an interval of not less than one
year, it should in any case be put into effect. (5) Foreign affairs and
defence should be left to the control of the central government with-
out interference by the legislature. (6) India should have the same
status as the dominions in any inter-imperial system, and the relations
of the Secretary of State for India with the Government of India
should be similar to those of the Colonial Secretary with the Govern-
ments of the Dominions.
The country was expecting a big political advance. The Lucknow
Congress was largely attended. There were 2,301 delegates, besides
a large number of visitors, who filled the spacious pandal to its utmost
capacity. The Congress sat for four days and passed resolutions
dealing with a variety of subjects.
After nine long years of absence, Tilak joined his old comrades at
the Lucknow Congress. When he stood to address the huge gathering,
he was greeted with an unprecedented ovation. He said: "I am not
foolish enough to think that this reception is given to my humble self.
It is given, if I rightly understand, to the principles for which I have
been fighting, principles which have been embodied in the resolution
I have the honour to support. I am glad to say that I have lived these
ten years to see that we are going to put our voice and shoulders
together to push on the scheme of self-government. We are now united
in every way in the United Provinces."
Hailing the Lucknow Pact, Tilak said: "It has been said that we,
Hindus, have yielded too much to our Muslim brethren. I am sure,
I represent the sense of the Hindu community all over India when I
say that we could not have yielded too much. I would not care if the
rights of the self-government are granted to the Muslim community
only. I would not care if they are granted to the Rajputs. I would not
care if they are granted to the lower classes of the Hindu population.
Then the fight will not be triangular, as at present it is."
Tilak differed only on one point. He emphasized that it was neces-
sary that the succeeding instalments of self-government should be
definitely determined and announced together with the time-limit
for complete realization of all our aspirations. He tried his best to
press the inclusion of this limit in the resolution on self-government.
But the stalwarts did not favour this view and for the sake of unity
Tilak dropped the matter. For the same reason he allowed his scheme
of a small and compact Congress executive to be shelved.